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Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA 
Today we reflect on the first and most important 
responsibility of discipleship, namely, evangelisation, the 
goal of which is the proclamation of the reign of God. God 
seems to choose the most unlikely people to preach to 
others. It does not matter who brings the good news, but 
who receives it. Jonah the prophet was sent to outsiders, 
even enemies. The disciples were fishermen who spoke to  
the people of their own country. God's salvation is intended for all, and it seems 
to make little difference who brings this good news. 

Today’s readings call for repentance. The grace of God requires a new way of 
living, a life of faith and commitment. The gospel invites us into the age of 
fulfilment, a salvific reign of truth, compassion and kindness. It is a way of life that 
leads to justice. 

There is an urgency in these readings. This world in its present form is passing 
away, and God's call demands a total response. Like the disciples, we must leave 
the familiarity of our former ways and follow the call that we have heard in the 
depths of our hearts. We are called first to enter the reign of God and then to 
spread it. As ambassadors of God, we bring the good news of salvation wherever 
we are and in whatever we do. Called by God, we now begin to live in a totally 
different way, guided by the values of the reign of God rather than those of the 
world that is passing away. 

Sunday Mass Bookings 

Please continue to book to attend Sunday Mass at Our Lady of Graces Parish. 

To book, go to www.carinacatholicparish.org.au and 
clicking on the “Mass Bookings” image.  If you do not 
have internet access, call the parish during office hours 
on 3398 2977 to make a booking. 

 Sunday 31 January  
(Bookings now open & close Friday 29 January, 12 noon) 

 Sunday 7 February  
(Bookings open online on Sunday 24 January, 6.30pm) 

 
Tips for Booking Online for Sunday Mass 

1. Include the name of each person attending. 

2. The “Address 1” field requires the house number and name of the street. 

3. The “Address 2” is to be left blank. 

4. The “City” field should have the suburb you live in (i.e. Carina). 

5. Ensure all fields with the * (asterisk) are filled in. 

http://www.carinacatholicparish.org.au/


PARISH HAPPENINGS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick and 
those whose anniversaries occur around this time 
Maria Teresita Villar, Sean Duffy, Lyle Watson and the 
recently deceased Humberto Cesar Villalta,  
Pat Carter, Cecil Jones. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation currently is only 
being celebrated by appointment.  Please contact the 
parish office to make an appointment. 
 

Private Prayer in the Church 
The church is open during parish office hours for 
private prayer.  Entry into the church is via the office.  
Please be weary, due to COVID restrictions, that the 
church is not available for private prayer while a 
funeral is being celebrated. 
 

Handmade Face Masks 
Handmade material face masks 
are still available for sale from 
the parish office for $10 each. 

These face masks are washable and have an insert 
for a replaceable filter.  This filter can be a cut out piece 
from your old environmental shopping bag. 
 

Australia Day 
Mass on Australia Day, Tuesday 
26 January, will be celebrated at 
8am only.  The contact tracing list 
will be a combined 6.30am & 9.00am weekday list. 

The parish office will also be closed on Tuesday  
26 January due to it being a public holiday. 
 

Schools Are Back 
The students of St Martin’s and San Sisto begin the 
school year this Wednesday, 27 January.  Please 
display some patience over the next few weeks, 
particularly with parking.  Also a reminder that the 
40kph zone along Mayfield Rd will be enforced on 
school days between 7am-4pm. 
 

Communion at Home Ministry 
The parish is desperately looking for more people who 
would be interested in being part of the Communion at 
Home Ministry.  The involvement would be once a 
month for 30 minutes.  For further information or to 
express your interest in this ministry, contact either 
Suzanne Schultz on 0425 544 005 or the parish office. 

Sacramental Program 2021 
Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old) 
The session dates handout for Penance, in February 
and March 2021, is available from the parish office. 

Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Enrolment forms are available from the parish office.  
Enrolments close on Thursday 25 February 2021. 
 

2021 Planned Giving Envelopes 
The parish office has a number of 2021 planned giving 
envelopes boxes which were not collected from the 
back of the church prior to Christmas.  If you use 
planned giving envelopes and do not have your 2021 
envelopes, please come into the parish office during 
office hours to collect them. 
 
COVID-19 Outreach Initiative to Parishioners 
A couple of our volunteer parishioners 
are ringing parish families randomly as 
part of a telephone outreach initiative, 
on behalf of the parish team, to check-
in and see how you are going. 

If you know of someone who would like a phone call 
or is in need of support, let the staff at the parish office 
know and they will add the person to the list of people 
for one of our volunteers to phone. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Vocation View 
Even a great person like Jonah 
turned away, at first, from what 
God called him to do. It is never 
too late to hear the Lord say, ‘Come, follow me.’ 

To talk to someone about your vocation, contact the 
Vocation Brisbane office on 1300 133 544, 
vocation@bne.catholic.net.au or visit their website 
www.vocationbrisbane.com. 
 
Agnus Day – The Lectionary Comic Strip 

 
Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD  
Sunday 24 January 
- 9.00am Baptism Preparation – Library 
Tuesday 26 January 
- 8.00am Mass Only & Parish Office Closed 
Wednesday 27 January 
- 10.30am BED Scripture Group – Library 
- 11.00am Funeral: Shirley McErlain – Church 
Thursday 28 January 
- 9.30am Playgroup – Hospitality Area 
- 11.00am BED Scripture Group – Library 
- 7.00pm RCIA Group – Library 
Sunday 31 January 
- 12.30pm Baptisms – Church 

SUPPORT SERVICES AVAILABLE 
Are you experiencing financial 

hardship at this time? 
Contact Vinnies on 1800 846 643. 

A hand up not a hand out. 

Lifeline - 13 11 14 
Beyond Blue - 1800 512 348 
Kids Helpline - 1800 551 800 

MensLine Australia - 1300 78 99 78 

The Liturgy of the Word is to be celebrated in 
such a way as to favour mediation, and so any 
kind of haste such as hinders recollection is 
clearly to be avoided. 

General Instruction of the Roman Missal #56 

mailto:vocation@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.vocationbrisbane.com/
http://www.agnusday.org/


From the Social Justice Committee 

January is Human Trafficking Awareness Month 

Human trafficking is 
modern day slavery.  
People are trafficked all 
around the world and 
into Australia either, 
legally or illegally.  They 
are lead by false promises of work or prospective 
marriages. Once they arrive, the victims are coerced 
into a position of dependence by their traffickers 
through; debt bondage, violence, and/or drugs, to work 
in the hospitality, beauty, sex industry or to work in 
homes as domestic cleaners, nannies or on farms 
working up to or over 14 hour days picking fruit.  

The victims become “exploited” goods and are 
deprived of their personal rights, freedom of speech, 
independence, and self-respect.  Some victims are 
trafficked for organ removal and selling. Traffickers are 
able to trick and/or lure their victims into slavery by 
taking advantage of; poverty in the country, the 
individual’s lack of prospects and/or their hope for a 
better future. 

Sex trafficking, in particular, is a multi-billion dollar 
industry, where the world is its market. Human beings 
who are trafficked get treated as disposable, humans 
become comparable to raw material that can be 
bought and/or sold. 

According to a new report from the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the vast majority 
of all human trafficking victims – some 71 per cent – 
are women and girls and one third are children. 

Next week: Signs of human trafficking and how we 
can make a positive difference 

Information sourced from 
ACRATH - which stands for the Australian Catholic Religious 
Against Trafficking in Humans 
https://acrath.org.au/resources/human-trafficking/forms/ 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2016/12/repo
rt-majority-of-trafficking-victims-are-women-and-girls-one-
third-children/ 

 

 

In February and March 2021, the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane will be inviting all Baptised Catholics to 
consider their baptismal call to mission through an 
advertising campaign, the Call to All Catholics.  
The advertising will particularly be reaching out to 
those who are disconnected from the Church and their 
faith. 

The campaign will be featured in: 

 Westfield shopping centres 

 Street advertising in the Brisbane CBD 

 The Brisbane Times online newspaper 

 Radio stations including Triple M and 96Five 

All parishes and communities are invited to get 
involved.  Further information about the campaign will 
be provided over the comings weeks.  The campaign 
will be officially launched on Sunday 7 February. 

Message from The Catholic Leader 
On March 20 last year, 
we made The Catholic 
Leader digital newspaper 
free while the print edition 
was put on hold due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. We had always hoped to return 
to the print newspaper at an appropriate time. We are 
happy to announce that The Catholic Leader will 
return as a print newspaper on the first Sunday of 
February. 

To coincide with the revival of The Catholic Leader 
print newspaper, we will be making several changes 
to the publication. In 2021, The Catholic Leader 
newspaper will be a monthly publication. This 
change will allow our journalists more time to craft 
news stories that are better researched, more 
representative of all sides of an issue, and most 
importantly, strive for objectivity. 

You will also notice a refreshed layout & design, but 
with the same integrity of news and high quality of 
Catholic journalism you have come to expect from us. 

As with our previous print editions, The Catholic 
Leader will be a paid publication with an increased 
cover price of $4 to cover all associated expenses. 
Initially, the papers will be made available in Brisbane 
archdiocesan parishes, but we are asking all readers 
to consider taking up a subscription to ease the burden 
on parish staff at this time. 

Subscriptions will start from $50/year for paper 
delivery, and until 27 June, you will get complimentary 
access to the monthly digital replica newspaper, and 
unlimited digital access to catholicleader.com.au.  
Your newspaper will be delivered to your nominated 
postal address by the first Sunday of every month. 

You can take up a new print subscription by 

 visiting catholicleader.com.au/subscribe,  

 email editor@catholicleader.com.au, 

 call our friendly team on (07) 3324 3555. 

Our final free digital newspaper will be the 31 January 
edition and will be sent to your email on 28 January. 

Once again, I thank you for your support and patience 
during this pandemic, and I look forward to seeing you 
in our reader community in 2021. 

Matt Emerick 
Managing Editor, The Catholic Leader 
 

Spend Time with God Every Morning  
Sign up to receive the Daily Gospel 
Reflection. These reflections are 
mailed to your inbox at 6am each 
day (Monday to Friday) and are just 
a three minute read that could be 
done over breakfast, intended to 
invite you into prayer. Written by 
Catholic lay people (men and 
women from Evangelisation 
Brisbane), for Catholic lay people 
about the gospel of the day to help 
you start your day with God. 
Subscribe via the QR code or 

https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/daily-
reflections/

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/
https://acrath.org.au/resources/human-trafficking/forms/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2016/12/report-majority-of-trafficking-victims-are-women-and-girls-one-third-children/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2016/12/report-majority-of-trafficking-victims-are-women-and-girls-one-third-children/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2016/12/report-majority-of-trafficking-victims-are-women-and-girls-one-third-children/
https://catholicleader.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5753cccfee99af296cdbe1952&id=5ac6aa68e9&e=c3f9dd8a10
mailto:editor@catholicleader.com.au


 

 

 

 

Sunday Readings 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (24 January)  

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5. 10   The Ninevites renounced their evil ways. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31   The world as we know it is passing away. 

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20   Repent, and believe the Good News. 

 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time (31 January) 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20   I will put my words into the prophet’s mouth,  

  and he will tell them all I command. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:32-35    The unmarried woman dedicates herself to the things of   
                   the Lord, that she might be holy. 

Gospel: Mark 1:21-28   This is a new kind of teaching that speaks with authority. 


